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and more, and we must now go through it to the end.   There is
no turning back.

Young India, 22-12-1921

23.   WHAT WILL GUJARAT DO?
Five hundred fighters in Bengal have been arrested within
the last ten days. Between two and three hundred persons must
have been arrested in U.P., and about a hundred have been arrested
in the Punjab. If the number of arrests is not larger in these two
provinces, it is not the fault of the non-co-operators there. From
the letters which I have received, I find that in all these three
provinces the Governments get as many fighters as would please
them to arrest. If the number of arrests so far appears small,
it is due to the Government's own laxity. Hundreds are ready in
every province to make the pilgrimage to jails.
At this hour, Gujarat is calm and quiet, waiting in patience.
This composure, patience and silence appeal to me much, because
I am sure that hundreds of Gujaratis are just waiting to court
arrest. Gujarat had hoped to be the first to fill prisons; but that
honour has gone to Bengal. If, however, we Gujaratis are in fact
ready for imprisonment, we need not envy Bengal. I trust that
when our hour arrives we shall quickly catch up with Bengal.
That hour is drawing near.
If Bardoli or Anand does not get ready, we cannot launch
mass civil disobedience; but there is no restriction whatsoever on
individual civil disobedience. Mass civil disobedience may bring
the desired result early, while individual civil disobedience may
mean some delay. It is my earnest hope that Bardoli at least
will get ready and we shall be prepared both for mass and, if
necessary, for individual civil disobedience.
Let Bardoli, Anand and Nadiad prepare themselves for mass
civil disobedience; in other parts, individuals should keep them-
selves ready for the call. In every village, those who are willing
to court imprisonment should get their names enrolled in the local
village committee register. If there is no village committee or if
no one is ready to take up the work of enrolling names, volunt-
eers should register their names with the taluka committee.
Village committees should send the names to the taluka committee.
These names should be ultimately registered with the Gujarat
Provincial Committee,